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Change?
If you aren’t a baby with a dirty diaper, you probably 
don’t like change… Most people are resistant to 
change. We tend to like things the way they are, 
familiar, comfortable…
There is an old saying, “if you always do, what 
you’ve always done, you will always get, what you 
have always got”. 
Why is it that as churches we continually think we 
are going to get something different? We are 
tempted to think if we just do it more, if we just work 
harder, if we just are faithful then…

At times we have pastors or leaders who have a vision, who want to do something 
different, who want to change things for the sake of reaching those who don’t know 
Christ, and churches and people tend to resist or even rebel against that change.

What do we need to do? If we continue doing what we are doing, why should we 
realistically expect any different results? If we change, how can we get the 
congregation on board so we aren’t face with the conflict and the kaos that effects 
so many congregations that attempt to do things differently?

Starting March 11th, 2017, Carolina Ministries is initiating a new program called 
“Leadership Impact Days”. On March 11th, our first workshop will deal with 
“Change”. We will discuss ‘how to lead change’, ‘the need for change’ and how we 
can effectively bring our congregations to the point that we can move forward and 
make the necessary changes in our ministries but do it with the majority of our 
members onboard so we are moving together in unity. 

Plan to bring your leaders! Save the date….March 11th, 2017!
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 Bible Bowl 2017
Competition Scheduled

The annual Bible Bowl Competition is 
scheduled for Saturday April 29 2016, 
however, now is the time to order your 
materials and begin practicing. For more 
information including registration ($15) and 
materials, please contact Carolina Ministries.

2016 Bible Bowl
The annual Bible Bowl competition was 
held that the First Church of God in 
Columbia. The event featured teams 
from Wilson Heights, (Charlotte) 
Summerville, and Columbia. This a 
great ministry for children and youth to 
learn Bible verses and facts in a fun 
way! Plan now to have your group 
participate in the upcoming competition!

Leadership Development Opportunity
“Shop Talk”
“Shop Talk” is a ministry to help our churches with Leadership Development.  
Guest speakers share via a conference call line on topics that are helpful to 
pastors, leaders and volunteers in churches. Participants simply dial a conference 
all line with an access code. They are able to listen in live, ask questions, or call in 
at a convenient time and listen to the recording. On the scheduled date and time 
you can call (712) 432-3900 and then press 1932 967# for the conference ID. Chip 
Taylor, Youth Pastor at Morganton Church of God will be our next guest sharing 
tips on how to develop and grow your youth ministry. This is a great opportunity for 
your youth volunteers to learn from a successful an experienced youth pastor. 
Each month, a different topic will be covered.
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“Elevate” 
Revitalization Program Concludes
New Cycle Planned
2015-16 saw a new initiative for revitalization, health 
and growth called “Elevate”.  This was a two year 
program in which pastors and lay leaders attended a 
two-day workshop twice a year (spring and fall). Nine 
different systems of the church were covered over the 
two-year period. 

During the workshop, churches worked together to try to plan and implement things they 
have learned during the conference. In between the scheduled workshops, leaders met 
together to continue to implement the programs, ideas and changes they felt would be 
more helpful to their ministry. 

The principles are universal but the application of those principles are unique to the 
culture of each church and each community. Each church evaluated their own strengths 
and weaknesses through the information shared in the conference and they  developed 
their personalized plan for health and growth.

7 churches are completed process and have made strides toward having a healthier and 
more effective church.

Plans are being made to launch a new cycle of Elevate. This cycle will be for two years 
but will meet on Saturdays three times a year from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM.

If your congregation is interested in participating in Elevate, please contact Mike Claypool.

Did you know…

Carolina Ministries has a Facebook page…be sure to ‘like’ us!
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Minister’s Wives/Women In Ministry Planned for November
The annual retreat for Minister’s wives and female clergy is planned for November 
4-6, 2016 at Lake Junaluska. Rev. Dr. Carol Claypool is the facilitator for the retreat. 
It is designed to encourage and support women who are involved in ministry. It is a 
time for fellowship, inspiration, spiritual growth and support. 

This year’s retreat will feature various ladies from the Carolinas leading in worship 
and facilitating the conference times. Some free time is also scheduled for an 
opportunity to relax and have some fun! 

The cost is $150 per person based on double occupancy. For more information 
please contact Mike or Carol Claypool or see the Carolina Ministries website.

Pastor’s/Minister’s and Spouse’s Retreat Held
The annual retreat for pastors, ministers and their 
spouses was held in Feb. at Myrtle Beach. Rev. 
Melissa  and  Rev. Thom Pratt were the 
presenters for the conferences. Time was given 
for break-out groups to discuss their lives and 
ministry in relation to what was presented. The 
groups had ample time to pray together as well.
This is a retreat so there was time for rest and 
relaxation in addition to the training, support and 
fellowship. 

This year’s event is scheduled for Feb. 27-March 1, 2017. Registration information 
will be arriving soon!
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Youth Convention Update

The youth convention is planned for Nov. 18-20, 
2016 at the Great Wolf Lodge.
The Student Leadership Team has planned and  
organizing a great convention!

Chip Taylor is the speaker and Kyle Stamper will 
be leading worship. Many other activities and 
ministries are planned. 

This is going to be an exciting and inspirational 
convention!

Children’s and 
Youth Camp
This year Kids Camp was 
held Friday afternoon July 
22 through Monday 
morning July 25. Youth 
Camp was held July 25th 
through July 29th. 

This was the first time in 
many years that the 
camps were held 
separately. The purpose 
was to allow churches to 
utilize counselors at both 
camps. 

There were a lot of 
changes this year with 
new activities and 
programs. It was planned 
by our youth Student 
Leadership Team with 
Buck Musser directing the 
teen camp and Derek 
Specht directing the kids 
camp. Nate Didway was 
the chair that oversaw the 
camping and youth 
convention programs.

Both camps reported 
exciting spiritual renewal, 
fellowship and lots of fun!

Dates for camp in 2017 
are being planned. Further 
information will be 
available soon.
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Church Planting 
Raleigh, NC 

 Plans are in the works for a church plant 
in the Raleigh, NC area. This is a new 
partnership with 4 other regions (Florida, 
Missouri, Illinois, and Texas). These four 
regions are partnering with us in order to pool 
our resources to plant multiple churches. The 
first of those is scheduled for Raleigh. We are 
in the process of looking for a church planter. 
We are partnering with Stadia, an 
interdenominational church planting 
organization that has a 90% success rate. 
Please keep this opportunity in your prayers.

The Mission of Jesus… 
Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and save that which was lost.”
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Grand Strand Community Church

We have been observing May’s Magnificent Mondays each Monday during the 
month of May.  We have set aside the first four Mondays of the month as a time for 
prayer and fasting.  Our members have been encouraged to fast the evening meal 
on Mondays and come to the church for prayer time at 6:30.  We are asking God to 
reveal Himself and His will to us in our individual lives and in the life of the church.

We are continuing in our Elevate Revitalization process and we are developing 
strategic plans in the nine areas of church life: Assimilation, Communication, 
Discipling, Evangelism, Leadership, Ministry, Stewardship, Strategic and Weekend 
Service.  We are excited and encouraged to see what God is going to do as we 
make a concentrated effort to receive His direction through the Elevate process.

One directive that God has given us is to get out and minister more in the 
community.  We recently fed a group of utility workers at their construction site at a 
nearby highway construction project.  In the near future we will also be feeding the 
local Fire and Police department staffs in order to show them our gratitude for their 
service to the community.

We recently held CPR training for our nursery staff and volunteers and 
10 people were certified through this training.  

We truly want to make disciples for Christ by loving God and by loving others.

Williams Chapel Church of God

Williams chapel church of God welcomes new members Natasha M. Butler 
and her husband Kevin Butler, Willie and Flora Moore, Jacquie Jones, and 
Diane C. Williams we truly thank God for sending us workers. 

Pastor . J. says count your many blessings and 👀  and what God has done. 
!
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The Vacation Bible School theme was “Walk In the 
Way of Love Like Christ Loves Us.” VBS was lead by 
Larry Logan, the Sunday School Superintendent and 
volunteers from Seigle Avenue First church of God, 
We had around 20 Children and adults on Friday 
evening working on crafts that related to the theme 
and study based on Paul's conversion from Saul to 

Paul.  It was a fun evening for all. 

FireFest	  2016	  

The purpose of FireFest is to build relationships in the community as well as with First 
Responders (Police and Fire) in the Belmont area of Charlotte, NC.  The adults and children 
were able to talk with firefighters and policemen who were there to encourage partnership and 
understanding.  The outreach of this event blesses children and families by providing book bags, 
school supplies and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The theme for FireFest 2016 was “There 
is Hope.”	  

The number in attendance at Firefest was between 70 – 80 individuals from the Belmont 
Community as well as surrounding communities within the Charlotte area, and North and South 
Carolina.  FireFest 2016 was organized by Drew Lightsey IV, one of Seigle Avenue First Church 
of God’s young adults and coordinated by the Outreach Ministry of Seigle Avenue First Church of 
God’s, “B.O.L.D for Christ Ministry” (Building Overcomers & Loving Disciples for Christ) 
coordinated by Rev. Vera Carroll.  The day was filled with singing, music, food, book bag 
giveaway, games, motivational speakers, photo booth and personal testimonies of trusting and 
living for Christ by young local speakers. FireFest is a signature event that allows us to witness 
and show love to our community while creating a positive environment for all.

The	  crew	  from	  Fire	  Sta0on	  #1	  –	  
children	  climb	  in	  and	  got	  an	  inside	  
look	  at	  and	  view	  from	  a	  fire	  truck.	  

Officer	  Wippel	  talked	  with	  
children	  and	  adults,	  and	  
expressed	  his	  love	  for	  Jesus.

Some	  of	  the	  volunteers	  coming	  
together	  before	  the	  start	  of	  the	  
event.	  	  

Exciting News from Seigle Ave. (Charlotte)
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The	  First	  Church	  of	  God	  in	  Concord	  began	  a	  prayer	  
walk	  through	  the	  community	  on	  Saturday,	  August	  21,	  
2016	  from	  9:00am	  to	  10:30am.	  	  We	  know	  too	  well	  the	  
struggles	  in	  our	  communi.es	  here	  in	  Concord	  and	  
across	  the	  United	  States.	  	  	  Children	  are	  gunned	  down	  
for	  no	  reason,	  law	  officers	  are	  gunned	  down	  in	  
retalia'on.	  	  It	  is	  truly	  a	  war	  zone	  and	  the	  innocent	  as	  
well	  as	  the	  guilty	  are	  suffering.	  	  	  

We	  want	  our	  communi.es	  to	  live	  in	  peace	  and	  
harmony.	  	  We	  want	  the	  assurance	  that	  not	  only	  are	  
our	  children	  safe	  but	  that	  all	  ci1zens	  in	  our	  
community	  are	  safe.	  	  That	  assurance	  can	  only	  come	  
from	  our	  Lord	  and	  Savior	  Jesus	  Christ.	  We	  want	  our	  
community	  to	  know	  that	  ALL	  LIVES	  MATTER!	  

Following	  the	  prayer	  walk,	  from	  11:00	  a.m.	  to	  2:00	  
pm,	  the	  Outreach	  Department	  began	  a	  school	  supply	  
give	  away	  within	  the	  community	  for	  the	  parents	  and	  
children	  to	  a-end.	  There	  was	  food	  cooking	  on	  the	  grill	  
by	  Bro.	  Gene	  Thompson	  and	  ac3vi3es	  for	  all	  the	  
children	  who	  a-ended.	  We	  thank	  God	  for	  allowing	  
the	  First	  Church	  of	  God	  to	  service	  over	  100	  people.	  	  	  

We	  also	  thank	  all	  the	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  who	  worked	  
so	  hard	  to	  make	  this	  day	  the	  blessing	  that	  it	  was.	  

Reverend David Lockhart  
Pastor  
Evangelist Florence Flood 
Outreach Minister

Concord First Church of God



�9

News from First Church of God, Darlington  
Rev. Kendall Williams, Interim Pastor
God is continuing to bless the work of the Lord in the Darlington community.  Since 
January, we have baptized 16 people.  Pastor Kendall began a small group 
discipleship class that has grown mightily since its beginning a few months ago.  He 
is now meeting weekly with a group of 12 to 15 individuals who are new in their faith, 
recovering from addictions and hungering to grow deeper in their relationship with 
God.  Their group name is “Changes” and it is based on 2 Corinthians 5:17 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, the 
new is here!”.  God has also given a vision to Pastor Kendall and a young woman 
within our fellowship to start a Community Soup Kitchen in our area.  Kendall and 
Lindsey Byrd have garnered the support of many other churches in our community 
and the fruit of their labor will be realized as we kick off the first gathering on 
Saturday, May 14th.  Breakfast, personal hygiene items, and Christian literature will 
be given out each Saturday from 8:00 – 9:30 AM in the parking lot of a local 
business.  We are excited for the possibilities to reach out to those in need in our 
community.

Pastors In Transition…
Rev. Dave Smith has accepted a call to become the pastor of the Church of God in 
Reedville, VA. Pastor Dave will be moving to Virginia in November after completing 
eight years of ministry at Royal Chapel in Hickory. Pastor Dave has served on the 
NC State Leadership Team, the NC Credentials Committee and has been very 
active with the Church of God in NC and Carolina Ministries. He and his wife 
(Marilyn) will be missed! We pray that God will bless your ministry in Virginia.

Rev. Derek Specht has accepted a call to be the senior pastor of the Church of God 
in Ansonia, Ohio. Most recently, Pastor Derek has been on staff with the First 
Church of God in Hickory. Prior to that, he was the senior pastor at NewStar 
Community Church in Newton, NC and helped with the merger of NewStar and First 
Church of God Hickory. Pastor Derek had been very involved with the Church of 
God, serving as the Vice Chair of the NC State Leadership Team and then serving 
as the Chair for 6 years. He has also served on the Carolina Ministries Council, the 
Carolina Ministries Student Leadership Team and the Children’s Camp Directory. He, 
his wife (Gina) and their family will be starting their ministry in Ansonia, Ohio the first 
of December. Y’all will be missed!



Does your church need revitalized?
Carolina Ministries offers four options to help your congregation with 
revitalization.
1. “ThinkNext” is a program to help define the mission and vision of the 

church and help the church reconnect with their community.
2. Natural Church Development is an 18 month process to help the church 

work towards health.
3. Elevate is a two year program to help the church revise, redevelop and/or 

create ministry initiatives that will help the church move forward. 
Attendance at 6 Saturday workshops over two years is required.

4. Church Consultations…would you like a team of proven church growth 
specialist help your church move toward health and growth? Call for more 
information.

�10

Feb. 27-March 1 Minister’s & Spouses Retreat

March 11 Leadership Impact Days
 Topic: “Leading Change”

April 29 Bible Bowl

April 28-29 NC CWC Retreat

July  9-12 NC State Convention

Sept 9 SC GA General Assembly

Oct 7 NCGA General Assembly Meeting

Nov 17-19 Youth Convention

Important	  Dates	  2017



Guatemala Missions Update
Give and Teach
This year we increased our participation to 32 churches from the Carolinas that have been involved over 
the last few years! From SC, we had representatives from Archdale, Morganton, Sneads Ferry, Boiling 
Springs, West Columbia, Columbia, Summerville and Sumter this year. This year we saw 45 adults 
come to Christ and over 60 children during the summer months. Our groups built 8 houses this summer, 
shared the Gospel through VBS 6 weeks, held a medical clinic, eye clinics, distributed over $10,000 in 
water filters, held a district training for teachers as well has training in other individual schools, built hen 
houses and wood burning stoves among other things. If you are interested in being a part of group or 
planning a group, we would love for you to come. 

Morganton First Church of God has a medical/dental construction team planned for Dec. 10-17th. 
There is still space available if you would like to be apart of a team. 

There is still space for groups in the summer of 2017 and many weeks are available during other times 
of the year. If you would like to form a group or join one of ours, please contact Mike or Carol Claypool 
for more information. 803-493-2683       giveandteach@gmail.com
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House construction Group from Sumter and Sugarcreek Elementary, Fort Mill 

3. Guatemalan girl (VBS)

4. Washing feet before 
receiving new shoes

5. Teachers’ Professional 
Development 

6. Hen houses

mailto:giveandteach@gmail.com
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Concord

On Sunday, September 11th, 2016, the announcement was made that 
Branchview First Church of God will be temporarily suspending operations 
and services for 9-12 months pending further investigation, research, and 
evaluation of the future direction and reorganization of the church.  

A goal is to help everyone find another place where they can worship, work, 
and witness for Christ in healthy and satisfying ways.  
 
Steps are being put in place for the temporary suspension of operations 
and services of the Branchview First Church of God by Carolina Ministries 
in consultation with legal counsel, especially in regards to North Carolina 
law regarding non-profit organizations, and in consultation with Church of 
God Ministries, the international office of the Church of God (Anderson, 
Indiana) pending further investigation, research, and evaluation of the 
future direction and reorganization of the church.
 
We do ask for your prayers and support as the church takes steps of faith 
towards ending what they have known for so many years and offering their 
gifts of Branchview First Church of God and her resources in creating a 
legacy in a new work that will spring up in the future through the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

Leadership Impact Days March 11, 2017  “Leading Change”

The message of the Gospel never changes but our methods and ministries must! 
If an organization, a church or business doesn’t adapt to it’s culture and 
environment it will no longer exist…just ask Blockbuster. Once it ruled the video 
world and now it no longer exists. It failed to change its methods.

Change is needed but often strongly resisted. How can we get everyone on board 
in order to accomplish the mission of the church? Come and be apart of this 
important conference on “Leading Change”.



News from  Church of God Ministers
Serving in other Congregations
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On December 31st, 2014, at our community New Year's Eve service, I spoke the Word that the Father 
gave to me.  He said, I'm about to do a new thing.  I had no idea what that would mean.  Three weeks 
later, as I stepped to the pulpit to preach, I had a vision.  I saw a building so full that there was only 
standing room left.  Everyone was worshipping God with abandon.  So, I continued seeking His direction, 
being open, as God told Peter, 'Go.  Doubting nothing!'

As time progressed  He opened a door for L.I.V.E. Church to 'merge' with another church, Harvest Praise 
Church.  Strange.  Neither church was suffering from any financial burden.  Both were growing slowly but 
surely.  But, He is God. I will never try to instruct Him.  

On January 31st, 2016, our two fellowships had a uniting ceremony, like a wedding.  Since that day, we 
have been blown away by the awesome mercy and power of God.  We experience miracles and healings 
almost every week.  So, I started studying Church of God history of His powerful moves.  E.E. Byrum led 
such a healing time and a man by the name of William Seymour, who was a student of Anderson 
University, looked for a deeper moving of the Lord. God sent him to Los Angeles where he was used to 
lead a revival that lasted at least 3 years.  Tens of thousands came to his little church where the 'Glory' of 
God was manifested so powerfully that at times it appeared that fire shown from the roof into the night sky. 
 People were healed beyond imagination.  This is what I began to pray to receive at the new church, The 
Rising Church.  

Since our start, we have opened the door to The Spirit of God.  Believe me, healing has not passed away, 
nor has it diminished.  God is awesome.  He doesn't like sickness in our bodies, minds, relationship, 
finances, or spirits.  It IS His will to heal, restore, and establish us to be victorious everyday.  

One particular healing that I would like to share is of a little boy, just over a year old.  His mother had seen 
our testimonies on Facebook and called my daughter to ask if she could bring him for prayer.  During 
service, the parents brought him to the front.  Doctors had diagnosed him with a brain disorder.  He was 
scheduled for brain surgery. It was possible that he would die during surgery.  As we laid hands on him, I 
felt power surge through my hands.  Then, the child turned his head and smiled at me.  The mother told 
me that he had not been able to turn his head in a long time.  They were thankful for that miracle.  But, the 
next week, they were overwhelmed when, after an MRI, the doctors apologized to them.  They couldn't 
understand, while comparing the two results, that this child was whole and well.  God is soooooo good.
We must refuse to doubt Him, open ourselves up to anything He wants, even if we can't explain it, and let 
HIM move.  We should never try to control Holy Spirit but be led by His perfect wisdom.

November 6-9, we are hosting a series of miracle and healing services with Evangelist David Diga 
Hernandez.  Everyone is welcome.  Especially if you need healing in your bodies.  

Pastor John Henderson
The Rising Church
300 Rockyford St.
Morganton, NC 28655
Sunday 10 am

David Diga Hernandez 
Services
Sunday 10 am, 6 pm
Monday - Wednesday 7 pm


